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Marriages Decline Slightly in 1947 


HE number of marriages in the 
United States in 1947, al- 
though somewhat below the 
all-time peak reached the year be- 
fore, was still well above the level 
for any year prior to 1946. Appar- 
ently the stimulus to marriage 
occasioned by the demobilization of 
the armed forces had not fully spent 
itself in the first postwar year, and 
continued to exert its influence in 
1947. The marriage record for the 
year reflects not alone the return of 
millions of young men to civilian 
life, but also the prevailing high 
level of employment and general 
prosperity. 

The monthly variation in mar- 
riages in the large cities of the 
country, from January 1940 through 
October 1947, is shown in the chart 
on page 2. The major events which 
account for the unusual fluctuations 
in the marriage curve in the years 
1940 through 1946 are noted on the 
chart, and have been discussed in 
some detail in the STATISTICAL BUL- 
LETIN from time to time. For 
the first quarter of 1947 the curve 
continued the decline in evidence 
since the preceding summer, and 
then rose very sharply to the sea- 
sonal peak in June; after that the 


curve again showed a decline, but 
still remained at a relatively high 
level. The daily average of mar- 
riages in our large cities in the first 
10 months of 1947 was about one 
eighth less than in the corresponding 
period of a year ago; it was, however, 
almost one third greater than the 
daily average for 1941, the year our 
country entered the war. : 

The decrease in the number of 
marriages from 1946 to 1947 was 
countrywide, as is evident from the 
table on the next page. This is a 
reversal of the experience in the 
preceding year, when each geo- 
graphic division showed an increase 
in marriages as compared with 1945. 
It is noteworthy that the north- 
eastern area of the country, which 
recorded the largest relative gains 
from 1945 to 1946, registered the 
smallest relative decreases from 1946 
to 1947. Thus, the decreases in the 
large cities of the New England 
States, the Middle Atlantic States, 
and the East North Central States 
averaged little more than 9 percent 
from 1946 to 1947, whereas between 
1945 and 1946 the gains in each of 
these geographic divisions were well 
over 50 percent. 

The West and the South suffered 
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* Cities of 100,000 or more in 1940 
39 cities in 1940 
69 cities in 1941 to 1947 
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PERCENT CHANGE IN MARRIAGE LICENSES ISSUED IN CITIES OF 100,000 oR More 


INHABITANTS,* By GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS. 
WITH PRECEDING YEAR. 


1942 ro 1947 Each ComMPaRED 
(JANUARY THROUGH OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR) 








GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


PERCENT INCREASE (+) OR DECREASE (—) FROM 


PRECEDING Y 
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1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 
Total United States........ +10.1 | — 4.6] — 8.7 | + 6.0 | +43.9 | —12.4 
New Englandt............ — 6.5 | —17.7 | — 7.3 | + 3.6 | +52.5 | — 9.8 
Middle Atlantic............ — 4.4 | —10.0 | —11.4 |} + 6.2 | +59.2 | — 9.0 
East North Centralf....... — 7.0 | —11.1 | — 5.0} + 9.8 | +65.7 | — 9.1 
West North Central........ +25.2 | —10.3 | —24.6 | +10.0 | +51.6 | —16.4 
South Atlantic............. +37.5 | + 3.7 | —12.1 | — 1.8 | +21.7 | —19.2 
East South Central........ + 6.7} + 2.5|—4.0 |} + 3.8 | +41.9 | —18.3 
West South Central........ +40.0 | + 8.1 | —10.5| + .9 | +29.4 | —16.4 
Mountain and Pacific...... +53.7| + 8.7} + 1.5 | + 8.4 | +13.2 | —15.0 
| 











Source: Basic data for 1944 to 1947 from reports of the National Office of Vital Statistics, data for 
prior years obtained by questionnaire by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 


*In many instances, the basic data include the entire county in which the city is located 
+Excluding Cambridge, Mass. 


tExcluding Indianapolis, Ind. 
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the largest relative setback in the 
number of marriages from 1946 to 
1947, the decreases ranging from 15 
to 20 percent. Only one of the geo- 
graphic divisions in these regions, 
the West North Central States, had 
an increase of more than 50 percent 
from 1945 to 1946. 

The five leading cities with respect 
to population recorded smaller de- 
creases in marriages from 1946 to 
1947 than did cities of 100,000 and 
over as a whole. Thus, New York 
had 7.9 percent fewer marriages in 
the first 10 months of 1947 than in 
the like period of 1946. For Chi- 
cago, the decline amounted to 8.9 
percent; for Philadelphia it was 11.4 


Population Increase 


HE natural increase in our popu- 
lation in 1947 set a new high 
mark, one which may never again 
be equaled. Thanks to an extraor- 
dinarily large number of births and 
to a low death rate, the natural 
increase—the excess of births over 
deaths—exceeded 2,400,000 in 1947. 
This figure is about as large as the 
average number of births a year in 
the decade between 1930 and 1940. 
About 3,900,000 babies were born 
in the United States in 1947. This 
estimate, which includes an allow- 
ance for unreported births, is more 
than 400,000 above the previous 
record made only the year before. 
In 1947, for the first time in our 
history, births exceeded the 3,500,- 
000 mark; it was the fourth time 
that the 3,000,000 mark was passed, 
all four of these years falling within 
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percent; for Detroit 8.4 percent; and 
for Los Angeles 8.2 percent. Wash- 
ington, D. C. fell behind by 16.2 
percent; this may reflect largely the 
postwar loss of population. 

It is expected that the downward 
trend in marriages will continue into 
1948, one reason being that the 
unusually high marriage rates of the 
past two years have already appre- 
ciably reduced the ranks of eligible 
men and women. As the influence 
of the war wears off, the marriage 
rate will again be governed largely 
by such normal factors as the num- 
ber of young people reaching mar- 
riageable age and the level of busi- 
ness prosperity. 


at New High in 1947 


the present decade. This unprece- 
dented high level of births may be 
attributed mainly to the reuniting 
of families disrupted by the war and 
to the record-breaking postwar mar- 
riage rates. It is noteworthy that 
the increase was a countrywide phe- 
nomenon and that the relative rise 
varied comparatively little from one 
area to another. 

The number of births estimated 
for 1947, including the allowance for 
unreported births, corresponds to a 
birth rate of a little more than 27 
per 1,000 population for the country 
as a whole. This is the highest rate 
in at least 25 years, and is 50 percent 
above the figure for 1933, when the 
birth rate dropped to the lowest 
level in our history. 

Coincident with the exceptionally 
large numbers of births in recent 
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ANNUAL EXCESS OF BIRTHS OVER DEATHS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1930-1947 
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years, there has been a remarkable 
improvement in the mortality among 
infants. The infant mortality rate 
in 1947 was about 32 per 1,000 live 
births, a drop of fully 10 percent 
from the previous low established in 
1946. The rate has been reduced by 
one third since 1939, and by one half 
since 1930. The number of deaths 
among infants in 1947 was approxi- 
mately the same as in 1933, although 
the number of births was 70 percent 
higher. The reduction in infant mor- 
tality from the 1933 level has meant 
the saving of about 100,000 infant 
lives in 1947 alone. 

The general death rate in 1947, 
provisional figures indicate, was a 


little more than 10 per 1,000, or 
slightly higher than in 1946. This 
small rise in the crude death rate 
probably reflects simply the in- 
crease in the number of babies and 
of older people, both of which groups 
record death rates higher than the 
average for the population as a 
whole. When adjustment is made 
for these changes in the age com- 
position of the population, it is very 
likely that the death rate in 1947 
will prove to be the lowest ever 
recorded. 

The addition of 2,400,000 to our 
population through natural increase 
in 1947 exceeded by more than 350,- 
000 the increment in the preceding 
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year, which itself had established 
a new high mark. The impres- 
sive record for 1947 is clearly illus- 
trated in the chart on page 4, which 
shows the excess of births over 
deaths in each year since 1930. It is 
apparent that the figure for 1947 is 
more than double that for each year 
from 1930 through 1940, and is 
nearly three times the figure for 
1936, when the natural increase in 
population was at lowest ebb in our 
recent history. Particularly note- 
worthy is the fact that our natural 
increase in 1947 was greater than 
the combined figure for natural in- 
crease and net gain through immi- 
gration in any year in the period 
just prior to World War I, years in 
which the wave of immigration was 
at flood tide. 

The crude rate of natural increase 
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in 1947 was 1.7 percent. To find a 
rate of increase as large as this, one 
must go back a half century or more. 
The year 1947 was the fifth in the 
present decade in which the rate of 
natural increase was 1 percent or 
more. 

As a result of the high birth rates 
and the low death rates which have 
prevailed during the war and post- 
war periods, more than 12,500,000 
have been added to our population 
through natural increase alone since 
the census of 1940. This exceeds 
by 40 percent the growth in popula- 
tion from both natural increase and 
immigration in the entire decade 
beginning with 1930. From present 
indications, the chances are good 
that the population of the United 
States will reach the 150,000,000 
mark by the end of 1950. 


Accident Death Toll Rises in 1947 


succession to record an increase 
in the number of deaths from acci- 
dents in the United States. It is 
estimated that there were about 
101,000 deaths from accidents in the 
year, or 2,000 more than in 1946. 
The 100,000 mark has been exceeded 
only four times before in the history 
of the country—namely, in 1934, 
1936, 1937, and 1941. 

One bright spot in the accident 
picture for 1947 is a decrease in the 
number of fatalities from motor ve- 
hicle accidents. Deaths from this 
cause apparently dropped from 
about 33,700 in 1946 to around 32,- 
500 in 1947. This reduction is all 


TS year 1947 was the third in 


the more noteworthy inasmuch as it 
was accomplished despite an in- 
creased volume of motor vehicle 
traffic, which suggests that the re- 
cently intensified program to pro- 
mote highway safety is producing 
concrete results. 

Each of the other major classes of 
accidents—home, occupational, and 
public (other than motor vehicle)— 
recorded increases in deaths in 1947 
as compared with 1946. Undoubt- 
edly, the higher death toll from 
accidents in the home was due in 
part to the large number of children 
added to the population because of 
the record-breaking crop of babies 
born in recent years. Increased mor- 
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tality from occupational accidents 
probably reflects the higher level of 
employment and the relatively large 
loss of life in each of several indus- 
trial accidents. 

Catastrophes—accidents in which 
five or more persons are killed— 
occurred about as frequently in 1947 
as in 1946, but they exacted a much 
heavier toll of lives this year than 
last. Up to the closing days of the 
year there were at least 134 such 
disasters, which claimed a total of 
about 2,100 lives, or about 700 more 
than last year. In point of fact, if 
deaths in military aviation, which 
greatly swelled the total of disaster 
deaths in the war years, be excluded 
from consideration, the catastrophe 
toll in 1947 was one of the high- 
est in the 11 years covered by the 
Metropolitan’s studies of such 
accidents. 

Most of the important types of 
accidents contributed to the rise in 
the number of fatalities in catas- 
trophes in 1947 as compared with 
1946. Large increases were recorded 
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in the number of deaths in catas- 
trophes due to conflagrations, burns, 
or explosions; tornadoes, floods or 
hurricanes; mine and quarry acci- 
dents; and to civilian air transpor- 
tation accidents. On the other hand, 
there were fewer deaths in major 
railroad accidents and in military 
aviation accidents this year. Con- 
flagrations, burns, and explosions 
together accounted for about one 
fourth of all the catastrophic acci- 
dents, and for nearly two fifths of 
the deaths in such accidents in 1947. 
Motor vehicle accidents contributed 
more than one fifth of the catastro- 
phic accidents but they were respon- 
sible only for about one tenth of the 
deaths. Civilian aviation accounted 
for one eighth of the fatalities, and 
natural disasters—tornadoes, floods, 
and hurricanes—for one sixth. 

The explosion and fire in Texas 
City, Tex., was by far the most 
devastating accident in 1947. This 
Texas holocaust caused around 550 
deaths, the greatest number of fatal- 
ities in a single disaster since Sep- 





ACCIDENTS TAKING 25 or More LiIvEs, IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 
UNITED STATES, 1947 














DATE PLACE TYPE OF ACCIDENT panna ood 
Aneil 16, 17 .......... Texas City, Tex....... Fire and explosion......... 550 
April 9..........| Texas—Oklahoma..... ge Se ee ere 167 
March 25........ US ee eee Coal mine explosion....... 111 
September....... Sat Coast... . os MIN on os ada csnet.'c, 0 55 
i AS | MEQPYIONG .. i565 iesne Transport plane crash...... 53 
eee.) re reee Transport plane crash...... 52 
| West Virginia......... Transport plane crash..... .| 50 
Le. New York City.......| Transport plane crash..... .| 44 
| nee are DC pe eee 35 
July 24 ON ae ee ee ae Coal mine explosion....... 27 
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tember 1938, when the hurricane 
and flood in the Atlantic Coastal 
States took 682 lives. The past year 
also witnessed the worst coal mine 
accident in nearly two decades when 
an explosion in Centralia, IIL, 
resulted in the death of 111 mipers. 
The most disastrous accident in the 
history of domestic commercial air 
transport service occurred in Mary- 
land on May 30th, when a plane 
crashed and killed 53 persons. Only 
the day before a plane crash in New 
York City took 44 lives. Two weeks 
later, 50 persons died in a plane 
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crash in West Virginia. In October 
a similar mishap in Utah took 52 
lives. Nature also struck heavily 
this year. A tornado ripped through 
western Texas and Oklahoma in 
April, killing 167 persons. In Sep- 
tember, 55 persons died in the Gulf 
Coast hurricane. The table on page 
6 lists in order of importance the 
accidents in 1947 which claimed the 
lives of 25 or more persons. There 
were 10 such disasters, which to- 
gether accounted for 1,144 deaths, or 
for well over half of all the fatalities 
in catastrophes. 


The Growing Importance of Hospitals 
in Medical Care 


N 1946 more than 15,000,000 pa- 
tients were admitted to hospitals 
in the United States, about double 
the number in 1935. This increase 
may be attributed to a variety of 
factors. In little more than a decade, 
the population increased by 10 per- 
cent and the bed capacity of the 
hospitals by 37 percent. At the same 
time the hospital has become the 
center of medical practice in more 
and more communities throughout 
the country. Moreover, because of 
a continued improvement in eco- 
nomic conditions since the middle 
1930’s, an ever-increasing number of 
people have been able to avail them- 
selves of hospital services, the trend 
being accelerated by the rapid de- 
velopment of group hospitalization 
plans. About one third of the total 
population of the United States is 
now covered by such plans. 
One index of the growing impor- 


tance of the hospital in medical prac- 
tice, is the increase in the hospital- 
ization of births. As is evident from 
Table 1, in 1935 only three out of 
every eight babies were delivered in 
hospitals, whereas in 1945 the ratio 
was more than three out of every 
four births. In actual numbers, 
births in hospitals increased from 
less than 800,000 in 1935, to more 
than 2,150,000 in 1945. Preliminary 
data indicate that an all-time high 
of about 2,600,000 births occurred 
in hospitals in 1946, double the 
figure only six years earlier. 
Similarly, the number of deaths in 
hospitals has been increasing both 
absolutely and relatively, which fact 
is another reflection of the growing 
practice of bringing patients to hos- 
pitals for treatment. In 1945, 
slightly more than 46 out of every 
100 deaths in the United States 
occurred in hospitals or related insti- 
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TABLE 1—INCREASE OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN HOSPITALS, 
UNITED STATES, 1935-1946 



































Live BIRTHS IN DEATHS IN 
— ein BEps HospItTa.st HospiTast 
YEAR OF OF PER 1,000 
HospirTAas* BEps* POPULA- P . P ‘ 
naw Number | of Total | Number | of Total 
1946 6,280 1,468,714 10.5 2,600,000§ 79.18 t Zz 
1945 6,511 1,738,944 13.2 2,155,594 78.8 649,209 46.3 
1944 6,611 1,729,945 13.1 2,112,963 75.6 640,120 45.4 
1943 6,655 1,649,254 12.3 2,115,582 i2.4 643,061 44.1 
1942 6,345 1,383,827 10.3 1,906,833 67.9 585,949 42.3 
1941 6,358 1,324,381 10.0 1,537,719 61.2 569,963 40.8 
1940 6,291 1,226,245 9.3 1,316,768 55.8 553,218 39.0 
1939 6,226 1,195,026 9.1 1,158,528 Se | 523,928 ce i | 
1938 6,166 1,161,380 8.9 1,098,530 48.0 511,054 37.0 
1937 6,128 1,124,548 8.7 987,032 44.8 532,193 36.7 
1936 6,189 1,096,721 8.6 878,222 40.9 519,120 ke | 
1935 6,246 1,075,139 8.4 795,629 36.9 t z 








*Annual censuses of hospitals registered by the American Medical Association. The figures include 
general and specialized services of all registered hospitals, whether government, voluntary or proprietary. 


tNational Office of Vital Statistics 


Includes births and deaths in hospitals and related institutions 


whether or not registered by the American Medical Association. 


tNot available. 


§Estimated in the Statistical Bureau, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 





tutions; in 1936, the first year for 
which data are available, the ratio 
was 35 out of every 100 deaths. In 
this period, the number of deaths in 
hospitals rose from somewhat under 
520,000 to nearly 650,000, an in- 
crease of 25 percent, while the total 
number of deaths in this country 
decreased 5 percent. 

In the light of the above figures, 
it is not difficult to understand why 
many hospitals in recent years have 
been hard-pressed to meet the de- 
mand for their services. Fortu- 
nately, as already noted, the number 
of hospital beds has been increasing 
more rapidly than has the popula- 
tion. Only two decades ago there 


were about 7 beds per 1,000 popu- 
lation; just before we entered the 


war the figure was 10 per 1,000. The 
war period witnessed a rapid expan- 
sion of hospital facilities, but these 
were for the most part temporary 
facilities for the Army, Navy, and 
the Merchant Marine. By the end 
of the war there were more than 13 
beds per 1,000 population in this 
country, but with demobilization the 
rate declined to 10.5 in 1946, which 
figure approximates our present per- 
manent hospital facilities. 

There are wide differences in the 
ratio of births and of deaths in hos- 
pitals to total births and deaths in 
the various States. The facts are 
presented in Table 2. In six States— 
Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky, 
South Carolina, West Virginia, and 
Arkansas—less than one half of the 
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births in 1945 were delivered in 
hospitals, as compared with 79 per- 
cent in the country as a whole. In 
general, the proportion of births and 
of deaths in hospitals was lowest in 
the East South Central and the 
South Atlantic States, and was high- 
est in the Pacific States. These geo- 
graphic differences reflect primarily 
the availability of hospital facilities 
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in the various States, but to some 
extent they reflect also other factors, 
such as the general level of family 
income, the accessibility of hospitals, 
and the general health consciousness. 
of the population. 

Hundreds of thousands of addi- 
tional hospital beds are needed to 
provide adequate health service 
throughout the country. One of the 





TABLE 2—BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN HOSPITALS AS PERCENT OF ALL BIRTHS AND DEATHS 
IN Eacu State In 1945 
















































































Percent oF Tora. H Percent or Toran 
1N Hosprras — 1N Hosprras Hosrrrat 
Beps Beps 
GroarapHic REGION AND per 1,000 || GEOGRAPHIC ReGion AnD PER 1.000 
State oF RESIDENCE u PopuLa- SraTe or RESIDENCE Porvia- 
Births* Deathst | TINT Births | Deathst | TI0Nt 
Unitep Srates.........| 78.8 46.3 10.5 South Atlantic 
(continued) 

New En gland. . ee 94.7 50.3 12.8 Virginia. . as 60.7 36.9 11.0 
Maine . ; oie 83.8 41.1 9.8 West Virginia... ie 2 34.6 7.5 
New Hampshire. edecs 95.1 49.0 12.0 North Carolina...... 55.2 35.3 7.0 
Vermont . as 85.2 44.9 11.3 South Carolina......| 44.7 30.9 7.1 
Massachusetts. . 96.3 51.6 14.3 i ee 53.0 33.4 9.6 
Rhode Island. 94.5 45.3 12.1 Florida. . scan ee 43.8 8.8 
Connecticut........| 98.4 55.4 11.6 

East South Central....| 43.7 30.6 7.0 

Middle Atlantic. ...... 91.8 51.2 12.7 Kentucky . ‘Seer 43.8 30.7 7.5 
New York..........} 96.1 55.4 14.8 Tennessee..........| 53.1 34.1 7.4 
New Jersey.........| 94.0 50.1 12.3 Alabama........... 43.1 29.8 7.0 
Pennsylvania.......| 85.0 46.0 10.1 Mississippi.........| 32.9 26.3 5.8 

East North Central....| 89.5 | 47.4 10.3 West South Central....| 65.7 37.9 8.2 
Sewn 87.6 43.4 8.4 Arkansas...........| 46.6 31.7 6.7 
RNID 5:5 35a:S0:0 3 84.1 39.9 8.6 Louisiana...........| 65.8 41.4 8.7 
eee 91.9 51.6 12.1 Oklahoma.......... 72.4 39.8 7.8 
Michigan........... 91.2 49.0 10.8 ee 68.7 37.5 8.6 
Wisconsin..........| 91.1 51.9 10.9 

Mountain............| 84.7 52.7 12.3 

West North Central...) 85.3 47.4 9.9 Montana...........| 95.1 59.2 11.7 
———geapaaaea 92.9 54.0 11.4 Serer a 51.0 7.7 
Towa.. ee tg 88.8 46.0 8.6 Wyoming........... 91.5 58.7 15.2 
Missouri . <asSicoll oe 44.7 9.2 Colorado...........| 85.2 56.4 17.9 
North Dakota...... . 88.3 54.3 11.9 New Mexico. .......| 58.0 40.5 11.4 
South Dakota.......| 86.4 46.9 n.7 Arizona............| 81.6 53.2 10.8 
Nebraska........... 87.7 44.7 9.2 SNE is sin ae wie 94.1 46.5 7.9 
Pere ae 46.4 10.4 * NOPOEB. ws .cccssce) SES 58.7 9.8 

South Atlantic........| 59.5 |__ 38.2 9.7 || Pacific...............] 96.5 | 56.6 10.9 
Delaware. . ‘casted ee 47.1 13.0 Washington.........] 97.5 | 659.1 | 13.7 
Maryland. 77.9 42.3 13.5 re 98.0 | 55.6 | 8.7 
District of Columbia.| 95.4 61.8 20.4 | California..........| 96.1 | 56.1 | 10.6 

1| | | 
*From National Office of Vital Statistics. Vital Statistics—Special Reports, 1945; Vol. 27, No. 9, 


pages 157-9. 


+Computed in the Statistical Bureau, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, from data in Vital 
Statistics—State Summaries, 1945; Vol. 26, Table K for each State. 

tComputed from the number of beds reported in the 1946 survey of hospitals registered by the 
American Medical Association, and from estimates of the 1946 population in the United States, excluding 


armed forces overseas. I 
whether government, voluntary or proprietary. 


The figures include general and specialized services of all registered hospitals, 
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most urgent phases of the problem 
is to effect a more even distribution 
of these facilities. To assist com- 
munities in building modern, well- 
equipped hospitals where they are 
most needed, Congress passed the 
Hospital Survey and Construction 
Act (Hill-Burton bill) in August 
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1946. More hospitals and health 
centers, especially in the southern 
and rural areas of the country, will 
provide the American people with 
the groundwork for excellent medical 
care. To this end it will be necessary 
also to train a larger number of 
doctors, nurses, and technicians. 


Reduction in Mortality from Gallstones 


HE past decade has witnessed a 
definite decrease in the mor- 
tality from gallstones, as it has in a 
number of other conditions often 
treated through surgery. Among 
white policyholders of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, 
the age-adjusted death rate (ages 1 
to 74 years) dropped from 3.4 per 
100,000 in 1936 to 1.7 per 100,000 
in 1946, a reduction of 50 percent. 
For at least 25 years prior to 1936, 
however, the death rate from this 
cause showed no improvement. 
The recent decline benefited policy- 
holders in each sex and at every age 
period of adult life; prior to age 35 


the death rate from gallstones is 
practically negligible. As is evident 
from the table below, the decrease 
in mortality was larger for women 
than for men throughout adult life. 
Nevertheless, the death rate among 
women is still more than twice that 
for men at almost every age period. 
Undoubtedly, a substantial part 
of the recent reduction in the mor- 
tality from gallstones is to be credited 
to the widespread use of the sulfa 
drugs and penicillin in combating 
infections which may seriously com- 
plicate the original condition. At 
the same time there have also been 
advances in surgical techniques. 





DEATH RATES PER 100,000 FRom GALLSTONES. WHITE PERSONS BY SEX. AGEs 35 To 
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PERCENT DECLINE 
AVERAGE DEATH RATES PER 100,000 1945-1946 
SINCE 1935-1936 
AGE PERIOD 
YEARS White Males White Females 

White White 
1945-1946 1935-1936 1945-1946 1935-1936 Males Females 

ec. 1.0 1.7 2.4 4.6 41 48 

35 10 14” «0.0.0.6. 3.3 4.9 7.4 13.0 33 43 

So tO 48. oes 1.0 1.4 2.6 5.4 29 52 

45 to 54....... 2.6 3.8 6.8 12.6 32 46 

55 10:64... .6 3. a2 7.9 12.2 20.4 34 40 

GS tO) 74... 60%. 10.1 iS. 17.8 28.9 34 38 




















*Standardized for age on the basis of the Standard Million Population of England and Wales, 1901. 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 
Among Industrial Policyholders 


The following table shows the mortality among Industrial policyholders 
for November 1947 and November 1946, together with the death rates for 
the first eleven months of 1947, 1946, and 1945. 

DEATH RaATEs* PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 


WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
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CausE OF DEATH 


ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS* 





November|November 
194 194 


Year to Date: 
End of November 























1947 1946 1945 
Aza, CAvshO—TOTAL. 6.6.0005.050.5080 692.4 | 678.7 jat.d 749.2 831.0 
—Excluding war deaths...| 692.1 | 677.8 727.0 735.9 737.5 
I. 6.6. ce ckaveeeiaranneas | @.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 
RE etic tice Kn omaw ened odes re | 5 ae 6 a 
DRONE kG bors b a dadsinwaeacaans —_ Pe | : 1 3 
Whooping cough... .......52.0-055. im 4 — .6 9 
aon 666K kesesnineneakwes 4 1.0 5 .6 8 
oh 2 5 oa ial ghia sider Rud fo 1.0 L.S a | 4.5 ae | 
Pneumonia (all forms).............. 19.6 23.2 22.7 26.0 26.5 
Tuberculosis (all forms). .°........... 28.4 32.5 34.3 37.4 37.1 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 26.6 29.7 an..8 34.0 33.5 
I Sa anccakes (666 Gan 0455 >i<6 6.9 7.0 a 8.0 8.3 
Acute poliomyelitis. ...........2.00. 2 2.3 D 1.4 9 
ee eS 115.0 113.2 119.1 114.4 112.0 
Diahetes mellitus... ....6 66.08 sass 26.3 22.6 26.7 26.0 24.8 
Cerebral hemorrhage................ 66.8 60.5 67.9 66.5 66.2 
Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
CE vc cnek vce sssinenaes 73.8 65.5 17.5 70.5 66.4 
Other chronic heart diseasest........ 144.4 141.9 159.3 160.2 156.8 
Diarrhea and enteritis.............. Rua 2a 2.9 2.5 a 
ES ere ree re ree a 3.0 3.4 om 5.0 
oe 33.4 34.7 39.8 41.7 43.5 
Puerperal state—total.............. 2.9 3.1 2.3 3.4 3.5 
RAE SSE Spa pre arr ete ea ae 7.1 6.4 Pe 7.3 6.2 
I i a ion ia das wie vn ks 4.0 i | 3.9 4.0 3.1 
Accidents—total.................4. 44.2 45.1 45.0 48.8 55.2 
ee re 6.4 : 9.3 10.2 9.6 
Occupational accidents............ 5.0 4.9 2.2 4.9 a | 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 20.8 17.4 i$.7 16.1 14.1 
War deaths (enemy action).......... az 9 | 13.3 93.5 
All other causes of death............ } 112.2 109.8 102.2 107.8 112.6 

















*The rates for 1947 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates 


of lives exposed to risk. 


tInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 


tLess than 0.05 per 100,000. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 


addressed to: The Editor, 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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